Architectural Guidelines for 
Modification of Homeowner Property and Residences
1. Landscaping/Yard/Grounds

a. Trees, Shrubs and Plants – Shrubbery types, location and height must be no higher than four feet in front of the house, and eight feet on the sides and back of the house at maturity.  Plant height must be esthetically pleasing when fully grown and blend with the harmony of the community.  Vines planted to grow on the home are prohibited.  Trees planted near a sidewalk must the trimmed up a minimum of six feet above the ground so as not to interfere with pedestrians. Installation of trees in the front of the home must have ARC approval and are limited to a quantity of three.
b. Bedding Curbs and Retaining Walls – Poured concrete curbing must conform to the color of the material/structure it is attached to.  Its height above ground is limited to the mowed height of the lawn.  Vinyl and metal curbs must not protrude beyond the height of the mowed grass.  Brick, stone or other molded/poured objects used as curbing are prohibited.  Color and profile samples must be provided as part of the Architectural Review Application.
c. Lawn Ornaments – Lawn ornaments installed in the front or at the side of the house require ARC approval.  All lawn ornaments in the front or side yard of the house, which include but are not limited to statues, fountains, pottery, windmills, bird baths and birdhouses shall be placed either in flower beds or garden areas adjacent to the house.  The total number shall not exceed three in front of the home, and shall be portable and not permanently affixed.  The color shall compliment the home colors.  Fountains may not exceed five feet in overall height, including the pedestal/base.  All other items shall not exceed three feet in height.  When installed in the rear yard, the same guidelines apply.  However, ARC approval is not required prior to installation if the yard has privacy shrubs with heights that satisfy the requirements in item 1a. 

d. Recreational Equipment – All game and play structures, including play sets (wood only), playhouses, tree houses and trampolines shall be located or screened by shrubbery so they cannot be seen from the street while facing the front of the house or from the neighbor’s yard.  They shall be located only in the back yard

e. Structures – Permanent objects that are assembled on site and generally unmovable include, but are not limited to pergolas, tents, canopies, and arches are allowed in the back yard, but must not be visible from the street while facing the front of the house.  The height of these structures cannot exceed the home soffit.  Permanent basketball goals are prohibited. 
f. Exterior Lighting – Lighting to enhance the esthetic appearance of garden areas, at tree bases, or pointed at the front of the home may not be so bright as to disturb a neighbor.  Lighting fixtures shall not exceed two feet in height, and shall be a dark color.  Lamp posts are prohibited. 
g. Mailboxes – Must be replaced with same as existing type and configuration installed in the neighborhood. 
2. Home/Residence

a. Roofs – Replacement or repair of a roof must conform to the existing roof material, color and configuration. 
b. Gutters - Gutters must be a minimum of six inch width, and match the fascia color or screen enclosure in immediately adjacent locations.
c. Windows and Doors – Exterior windows may not be covered by sheets, newspapers or other similar material.  Drapes, blinds or other window coverings that are visible from the outside must be white or beige.  Window film may be applied for purposes of protection from UV rays.  The film must be clear to 20% tint, and may not be of a reflective nature. Curtains mounted in the front entryway are prohibited.  Plywood or metal shutters/panels may be installed for protection against hurricanes.  However, no permanent material may be installed such as accordion or rollup types.  Any track or panel mounting support must remain in place and must be painted to match the color of the house.  Approved permanent shutters must be installed no more than five days before a pending hurricane.  Shutters must be opened and protective material removed within 48 hours after the hurricane watch has ended.      

d. Painting Colors –The colors must conform to the existing color chart of the community provided by the builder.   
e. Pools/Spas/Hot Tubs – In-ground pools, spas and hot tubs must be located at the rear of the home. All must be installed by a licensed contractor.  A copy of the permit must be mailed to the community property manager within ten days of issuance.
f. Equipment/Heaters/Filters/Tanks – Equipment related to operation of a pool, spa, hot tub or air conditioners may be located on the side of a home, but must be situated at the rear back half of the home, and hidden from view from the street by shrubs as spacing permits.  Fencing to obstruct the view is prohibited.

g. Screens – Screens covering a pool or patio, or enclosing a porch/lanai must be dark (black or bronze) in color.  White is prohibited.  Screens for pools may not extend beyond the side footprint of the home. 
h. Fences – Fencing must be inside the property line in the rear of the house and at least ten feet back from the front of the house.  Fences must be enclosed on all sides.  No partial fencing will be permitted.  Fencing is limited to five feet in height, be a black color, constructed of metal and of a configuration consistent with and adjoining fence.  Chain link, wooden or plastic fences are prohibited. 

i. Solar Panels – Solar panels may be installed on roofs on either side of the home, not in front of the home, and may not be visible from the street when facing the house.  Panels must lay flat on the roof.  

j. Sheds – Walk-in sheds of any nature are expressly prohibited.  Plastic bins with top opening lids to typically store pool supplies or yard maintenance equipment, fertilizers or chemicals are permitted; are located next to the house in the rear portion or behind, and they are shielded from view from the street by shrubs.

k. Antennas/Satellite Dishes – Satellite dish or FM radio antennas, not exceeding thirty six inches in length, may be affixed to the side or rear of the homes only.  Antennas may not be mounted on poles or masts located in the yard.  Each home is limited to no more than three such antennas.

l. Security Lighting/Cameras - Security lighting shall be located only at the corners of the home and under the eaves.  Security lighting may have motion sensors or other devices that cause them to turn on automatically when approached, and facing downward and away from neighbor’s windows. 

m. Awnings – Awnings constructed of cloth are limited to the rear of the home, may not be seen from the street, must be fixed and not operate with a motorized extension.  Plastic or metal awnings are prohibited.  Awnings may not extend beyond the home more than four feet. 
n. Sidewalks/Driveways/Walkways – Coating (except for sealing), staining or painting of driveways, sidewalks or walkways is prohibited.  Any variation or subsequent alteration or change to the original design/layout by the builders, such as additions of patios, sitting areas, re-routing of sidewalks/driveways/walkways, or general additions must have ARC approval.  Material must be the same as that used in the original construction. 
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